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·   A Parents Journey – Linda Karle Nelson 
·  How would Jesus handle firing a lesbian theology teacher--

Green  
·  Catholic Organizations Challenge Firing of Lesbian 

Religious Teacher 
·  Same-sex marriage is about fairness--McKenzie 
·  Caught in the crossfire--Sotelo  
·  Renting while gay--Price  
·  A gay adventure--Price  
·  Did you know…??? 
·  Calendar 
·  Thanks! 
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“Nurturing families come in many forms, and children may be raised 
by a father and mother, a single father, two fathers, a step-father, a 
grandfather, or caring guardian.” 

-- President Barack Obama, in his Father’s Day 2010 
proclamation  

"We should give more consideration to the quality of homosexual 
relationships … A stable relationship is certainly better than if 
someone chooses to be promiscuous.”  

-- Cardinal Christoph Schönbron, head of the Austrian 
Church, in a May 2010 meeting with editors of the main Austrian 
daily newspaper, as reported in The Tablet (London) 
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By Linda Karle Nelson, President, Fortunate 
Families 
 

ortunate Families is all about 
storytelling.  I’d like to join the 
conversation by offering a “thumbnail 

sketch” of the blessings I have received because I have a 
gay son. These blessings include a mind that was 
opened, a son whom I came to know and treasure for 
who he is, many wonderful new friends, a husband that I 
adore, and opportunities to make a difference in the lives 
of families who hear my story. 

When my son John came out to me as a gay man, I went 
into the closet as many parents initially do when they 
hear this news. I spent three years there dealing with this 
news that was so unwelcome at the time.  My husband 
had died two years before John’s announcement and so I 
went on this journey alone. That was in 1992 and the 
world has changed so much since then...and so have I! 

I could never have imagined the evolution I went 
through from fear and guilt to celebrating John as one of 
the greatest blessings of my life. 

It has been an interesting journey and I’d like to share 
some of it because it not only defines me, but also 
reflects the experience of so many other Catholic parents 
with a gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender child. 

After nearly three years of reading and studying and 
researching any information I could find about 
homosexuality, I was finally ready to attend my first 
PFLAG meeting.  That was the beginning of my exit 
from the closet.  I spent 12 years as a Board member of 
PFLAG Detroit and two years as Co-President.   

Listening to parents’ stories during those years and the 
struggles they had gone through trying to reconcile their 
Catholic faith with their child’s sexual orientation was 
the motivation to establish a panel presentation called  
“Always Our Children” which has been presented in 
over 60 churches in the Detroit archdiocese and beyond. 

In 2006 I married another PFLAG Board member, Tom 
Nelson.  We had met at PFLAG many years before and 
re-connected after Tom lost his wife Trish. As Tom has 
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six children and I have three, we 
immediately dubbed ourselves “the 
aging Brady Bunch.”  

At almost the same time Tom and I 
became Fortunate Families Board 
members. We have watched this 
organization grow from its roots in 
Rochester, NY to a national and 
even internationally known 
ministry for Catholic families with 
LGBT sons and daughters.  Mary 
Ellen and Casey Lopata have been 
the inspiration for, as well as the 
builders of, the Fortunate Families 
network. Though the title of 
President has shifted to me as a 
non-Lopata (a scary thought!), 
Mary Ellen and Casey remain the 
foundation and heart of this 
ministry.    

I am so blessed to be able to 
continue to work with the entire 
Fortunate Families Board as we 
move forward into new areas of 
support and advocacy for all of our 
“fortunate families.”  
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By Susan Greene, Denver Post  
6/17/2010 Reprinted with permission 

t would have been news enough 
that Denver's archdiocese fired 

Toni Talarico for being a lesbian. 
But it piques my interest even 
more that it hoped to avoid 
scandal. 

Once again, in the disgrace 
department, the church has 
miscalculated. 

"It's dumbfounding what they've 
done to her," says Marlo Carrillo, 
an angry parishioner at Guardian 

Angels Catholic Church in north 
Denver. 

Talarico spent 28 years teaching 
theology at the church where 
generations of students — both 
kids and adults — say she was 
terrific at personalizing 
Catholicism and making its 
sacraments meaningful. She kept 
quiet about her private life, though 
members came to know both of her 
former longtime partners as part of 
their community. 

"It was public knowledge. Toni 
has never hidden who 
she is," Carrillo says. 

Single again and 
looking for companionship, 
Talarico placed her profile on 
Match.com. "Delightful Jazzy. 
Loving life," began her posting 
seeking women ages 45 to 55. 

"I always give 110 percent. I love 
my family and my friends," the 
profile continued. "I am looking 
for a relationship, but not right 
away. There is time to make sure 
we are right for each other." 

Scandalous? Hardly. 

Yet, as she was well aware, her 
preference runs counter to Catholic 
teachings that homosexuality is a 
sin. 

"I told myself I lead a good life. I 
told myself that no institution has a 
right to judge me based on who 
God created me to be," says 
Talarico, who only once was asked 
by a student about same-sex 
relationships. She sent him to the 
priest. 

Lawrence Kaiser, Guardian 
Angels' pastor, confronted Talarico 
about her online profile, if not 
directly about her sexuality. She 
said Barbara Buchanan, the 
archdiocese's human resources 
chief, worried that news of a 
lesbian theology teacher could 
bring scandal to the church. 

Their message was clear: 
Regardless of her long record of 
professionalism, being gay was on 
par with being a sex offender. 
Talarico was fired without 
severance, benefits or even the 
money accrued in her 401(k). She 
spent months fighting the church 
for access to the $38,000 in her 
retirement account, which she 
finally gained last week. 

In a stunning act of gutlessness, 
Kaiser had told his parish that 
Talarico left to "pursue other 
opportunities." 

"He's a hypocrite who showed no 
compassion whatsoever. He has 
upset a lot of people horribly," 
says Patty Tolle, who left the 
parish over Talarico's firing. 

Kaiser didn't respond to phone 
calls. The archdiocese wouldn't 
comment, citing the threat of a 
lawsuit. 

The law is on the church's side. 
Because Talarico taught theology, 
it can discriminate against her on 
the grounds of religious freedom 
protected by the First Amendment. 

For Talarico — who continues 
holding Bible study for loyal 
parishioners at her home each 
week — it's a consolation that the 
First Amendment also guarantees 
her the freedom to speak. 

"The Catholic Church is a sick 
institution that has nothing to do 
with the teachings of Christ," she 
says. "They could have handled 
this in a more Christian way." 

They also could have done a better 
job of defining what is and what's 
not a scandal. 

"Priests having sex with little 
boys? Firing someone because 
she's gay? Those aren't scandals in 
the eyes of the archdiocese," says 
Talarico's lawyer, David Lane. "A 
scandal apparently would have 
been to let her stay." 
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Catholic Organizations Challenge Firing of Lesbian Religion Teacher 

A Joint Statement from the leaders of Call To Action, Fortunate Families, DignityUSA, and 
New Ways Ministry 

Denver – June 21, 2010 - Toni Talarico was fired by Catholic officials despite a sterling record of 28 years of teaching 
religion at a Catholic parish in Denver.  She was fired because she happens to be a lesbian.  And, although Toni was fired 
in January of this year, the story is now coming to light after months of wrangling over her accrued benefits.   

Leaders from four major Catholic advocacy groups that support the full equality of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people released the following statement: 

As leaders in DignityUSA, Call To Action, Fortunate Families and New Ways Ministry, we represent hundreds of 
thousands of progressive Roman Catholics, who are asking the church to live up to its own history of standing on 
the side of those who are treated unfairly.   

Sadly, this is one more textbook case of how the church hierarchy ignores its own values and gets it wrong when 
they discover someone is lesbian or gay.  
 
Instead of looking at the total life of a person, these church administrators lean on legalism and judgmental 
ideology.  Instead of listening to parishioners talk about Ms. Talarico’s talents and commitment to teaching, they 
follow directives from distant church officials with no personal knowledge of the situation.  Instead of finding a 
solution that values the human dignity of Ms. Talarico and the feelings of the students and their families who love 
her, they make decisions based on flawed and outdated policies. 
 
The majority of Catholics in the pews, across the United States, want the Catholic Church to be a community 
where all people, regardless of sexual orientation, are treated equally and fairly.  We envision a church where all 
can contribute their God-given gifts in service to the community.  We work towards a day when all in the church 
will recognize that all love is from God and that all love mirrors the love that God has for us all. 

We join all Catholics who are speaking out for love and fairness as we stand in solidarity with Ms. Talarico. We 
call on the Archdiocese of Denver and Guardian Angels parish to reverse their unjust decisions.  We call for 
policies based on respect and fairness.  We pray that the entire church in Denver will take this opportunity to 
affirm the wholeness of God’s creation, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people.  
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By William McKenzie 

First printed in the Dallas Morning 
New, June 21, 2010.  With permission 
of the author. 

aura Bush made news – and 
generated some heat – when 

she recently told CNN's Larry 
King that she favors the right of 
gays and lesbians to marry.  

"There are a lot of people who 
have trouble coming to terms with 
that because they see marriage as 
traditionally between a man and a 
woman," the former first lady said. 
"But I also know that, you know, 

when couples are 
committed to each 
other and love each 
other, that they ought 
to have, I think, the 

same sort of rights that everyone 
has."  

She acknowledged that her 
position differs from her husband's 
but that she believes Americans 

eventually will accept gay 
marriage.  

It's a safe bet she won't be invited 
anytime soon to address a Focus 
on the Family gathering, but she's 
right.  

I say that as someone who as 
recently as a couple of years ago 
wasn't ready to sign onto same-sex 
marriages. I wrote then that I was 
relieved that I had to stay home 
and take care of the kids when my 
wife and I were invited to a 
ceremony where gay friends were 
celebrating their vows. I just didn't 
know how to respond.  
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I still don't fully know how to 
react, but my response to how gays 
and lesbians relate to each other 
isn't the issue. What's at stake is 
whether it's fair to deny them the 
same rights as heterosexual 
couples.  

To me, it's not fair. And my 
opinion has been formed more 
viscerally and anecdotally than 
through a breakthrough in legal 
thinking.  

What finally pushed me over the 
edge was standing at a small 
family wedding in California last 
fall when the person officiating 
asked us to take a moment to 
remember our own vows. Next to 
me was a relative who, like me, is 
in his 50s, and, like me, has been 

in a committed 
relationship for 
some time. Except 
his commitment is 

to another man, who 
was standing beside him.  

It felt odd in that moment, 
knowing they had to basically 
shuffle their feet. More than odd, it 
felt unfair. They lived like any 
married straight couple in their 
50s. They worry about their jobs, 
medical care and elderly family.  

I realized then that I had run out of 
reasons to not stick my neck out in 
favor of gay marriage.  

Again, I don't understand much 
about gay culture. And I think it is 
smart for society to slowly weigh 
the ins-and-outs of this potential 
shift in marital arrangements. 
Societies are better off when they 
take the time to absorb changes, 
rather than rush into them.  

Marriage, after all, has been the 
province of male-female couples 
for centuries. No one, including 
gay activists, should assume that 

tradition will change without 
plenty of deliberation.  

But Laura Bush has it right: 
Change is coming. Many seniors 
and baby boomers may not sign on 
yet, but most of their children and 
grandchildren do. Polls even show 
young evangelicals embracing the 
concept.  

Of course, there are 
theological issues to 

consider. Some 
consider 

homosexuality a sin. 
But the New Testament also talks 
about there being neither Jew nor 
Greek in God's Kingdom. We are 
all his creatures.  

Likewise, there are legal issues to 
resolve. Should states or the feds 
decide this? Same-sex marriages or 
civil unions? (I'd say states should 
make the call, because they long 
have determined marriage laws. 
And I'd say same-sex marriages 
because they afford couples more 
legal rights than civil unions.)  

But it would be a shame if the 
debate got sidetracked by 
legalities, as important as they are. 
What matters more is the concept 
of fairness.  

That is what Laura Bush seemed to 
be getting at in saying loving and 
committed gay couples deserve the 
same legal rights as anyone else. 
It's understandable why society is 
taking its time, but in 
the end it 
should be 
about 
being fair.  

William McKenzie is a Dallas 
Morning News editorial columnist and 
moderates Texas Faith and The 
Education Front blog. His email is 
wmckenzie@dallasnews.com.  

 
 

Fortunate Families 

Joining Hands - 
Reaching Out 

… 
A gathering of Catholic 
parents who have LGBT 
daughters or sons, the 

weekend of Oct. 22-24, at Techny 
Towers Conference & Retreat 
Center, near Chicago.  

Listen to:  

�  Catholic Association for Lesbian 
and Gay Ministry president, Sheila 
Nelson 
�  DignityUSA executive director, 
Marianne Duddy-Burke 
�  New Ways Ministry executive 
director, Frank DeBernardo  
�  Fortunate Families co-founder, 
Mary Ellen Lopata. 

Discuss how we can make our 
church and society more caring 
and just for our LGBT loved ones. 

Learn from other Christian faith 
community examples how we can 
make our storytelling more 
strategic, more energizing, and 
more effective.   

Discuss the BIG issues with other 
parents and Catholic LGBT 
leaders. 

Celebrate Mass with Fr. Bob 
Pierson OSB, St. John’s Abbey.  

Download the brochure and 
registration form from the 
Fortunate Families website, or 
contact us and we’ll send you a 
brochure and registration form.  

Register soon!  Space is 
limited!   

Join us for this historic 1st 
national gathering of Catholic 

parents! 
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By Nicole Sotelo, National Catholic 

Repoter, June 10, 2010  

wo weeks ago the United 
States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops sent a letter to 
congress stating their opposition 
to ENDA, the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act. The 
bill would provide people of all 
sexual orientations with equal 
protection in the workplace, 
similar to what the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 did for people of all 
races. Despite the bill's religious 
exemption clause, the bishops 
are still opposing it and 
effectively promoting 
discrimination not only against 
fellow Catholics but against 
ordinary citizens. 

Over the last six months, the 
bishops have taken 
extraordinary measures to 
ensure that fundamental rights 
are withheld from people based 
on their sexual orientation. 
Having already limited the 
ability of Catholics to receive 
certain sacraments depending 
on one's sexual orientation, the 
bishops have now expanded 
their focus to restricting people 
from receiving 
equal 
treatment not 
only in the 
church, but in 
health care, education, and the 
workplace.  

And the bishops' battle does not 
just affect people who identify 

as gay, lesbian, bisexual or 
transgender. History tells us that 
when the rights of a minority 
group are trampled, that the 
majority suffer, as well. Less 
than 50 years ago, bans against 
interracial marriage not only 
hurt people of color, but also 
hurt whites by telling them 
whom they could, or could not, 
marry. 

Similarly, the bishops scorched 
earth policy against 
people who are lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and 
transgender burns 

heterosexuals as well. 

Here is just a sampling of 
examples from the last three 
months: 

Most recently, Bishop John 
Wester of Salt Lake City, 
chairman of the bishops' 
conference committee on 
migration, issued a statement on 
behalf of the bishops in support 
of comprehensive immigration 
reform, but only for 
heterosexuals. The bishops have 
urged congress to strip the equal 
protection provision from the 
legislation so that bi-national 
families with homosexual 
partners will not be offered the 
same path to citizenship. 
Knowing that the bishops were 
willing to kill health care 
reform over one issue, one 
wonders if they would go the 
same distance on immigration 
reform, ultimately ensuring that 
nobody -- heterosexual or 
homosexual alike -- benefited 
from the reforms. 

Two months ago, Archbishop 
Charles Chaput of Denver 
approved of a priest who 

removed two 
children from a 
local Catholic 
school because 

their parents 
were lesbian, affecting not just 
the parents, but their children 
and the entire school body. 

Three months ago, Archbishop 
Donald Wuerl defended 
Washington, DC's Catholic 
Charities' decision to remove 
spousal health benefits from all 
future employees so as not to 
inadvertently provide health 
coverage to partners who may 
be homosexual. In 
doing so, both 
homosexual and 
heterosexual spouses 
will go without 
health care benefits. 

What is true in war is true in 
politics: When there is crossfire, 
it may not just be your enemies 
who are caught in the line of 
fire. In the bishops' struggle to 
maintain heterosexual 
supremacy, everyone is being 
wounded.  
Nicole Sotelo is the author of Women 
Healing from Abuse: Meditations for 
Finding Peace, published by Paulist 
Press, and coordinates 
www.WomenHealing.com. A graduate 
of Harvard Divinity School, she 
currently works at Call To Action. 
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Stories make a difference! 
Did something you, or someone you 
know, do or say make a positive 
difference? … make someone—a 
family member, priest, bishop, 
legislator—more  empathetic?   Tell 
us about it. Your story could make the 
difference in someone’s life.  Your 
story might be exactly what someone 
else needs to hear! 
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By Deb Price, with author’s 
permission. 

 transgender apartment-
hunter thought he'd found 

a perfect place in Baltimore. 
But when he showed up, the 
woman raised the rent by $100 
over the advertised price, said 
she would only take cash and 
acted uncomfortable. 

"She asked me if I was a boy or 
a girl, and after I explained 
everything, her tone noticeably 
changed. I then had a female 
friend of the same age inquire 
about that very apartment, and 
she was given the original price 
and was told that a check would 
be an acceptable form of 
payment." 

Sadly, the experience of "Owen 
S.," reported to the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, is 
all too common. 

Last year, the Task Force joined 
forces with the National Center 
for Transgender Equality 
to survey 6,456 
transgender people. 
An alarming 11 
percent reported 
having been evicted 
because of their gender identity 
and 19 percent said they'd 
become homeless, the survey 
found. And while 68 percent of 
Americans own a home, only 32 
percent of transgender 
Americans have achieved that 

level of security in their living 
arrangements. 

Of course, gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Americans are also 
frequently the victims of 
housing bias. Using testers 
posing as would-be renters or 
buyers, the Michigan Fair 
Housing Centers reported in 
2007 that 27 percent of same-
sex couples were treated 
differently: "We found 
differences in rental rates, level 

of encouragement and 
application fees 
that favored the 
male/female test 

teams. We also saw 
behavior bordering on sexual 
harassment directed toward 
testers posing as same-sex 
couples," the group noted. 

One Detroit landlord, for 
example, said, "No drugs, 
prostitution, homosexuality, 
one-night stands." 

Likewise, the Kaiser Family 
Foundation reported in 2001 
that 34 percent of lesbians, gays 
or bisexuals said "they or 
someone they know" had 
experienced discrimination 
while trying to rent an 
apartment or buy a house. 

Nothing in federal law prohibits 
refusing to rent or sell to those 
of us who are gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgender. And as 
Rep. Jerry Nadler, a New York 
Democrat, recently stressed, 
"Housing discrimination 
remains a persistent problem in 
our country." 

Nadler, chairman of the House 
Judiciary Subcommittee on the 
Constitution, Civil Rights and 

Civil Liberties, made that point 
at a groundbreaking hearing on 
March 11 devoted in part to 
looking at anti-LGBT bias in 
the housing market. 

"Jim Crow laws and restrictive 
covenants may no longer be 
with us, but the discriminatory 
attitudes and practices they 
represented remain," Nadler 
added. 

Nadler recently introduced 
legislation to amend the Fair 
Housing Act to add sexual 
orientation and gender identity 
to the protected categories. 
Enacted in 1968 to outlaw 
housing discrimination based on 
race, color, religion or national 
original, the measure has 
gradually been expanded to also 
cover sex, disability and 
familial status. House Judiciary 
Committee Chairman John 
Conyers, D-Mich., is co-
sponsoring Nadler's drive for a 
much-needed upgrade. 

Eighteen states 
and Washington, 
D.C., ban anti-
gay housing 

discrimination, of which 12 and 
D.C., also prohibit housing bias 
based on gender identity, 
according to the Human Rights 
Campaign. That means that in 
more than half the nation LGBT 
Americans have zero protection 
from severely misguided 
landlords, real estate agents or 
homeowners. 

The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development is preparing to 
launch a first-of-its-kind 
national investigation of 
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housing discrimination against 
LGBT Americans. At hud.gov, 
the department is collecting 
suggestions about smart ways to 
proceed. 

Task Force Executive Director 
Rea Carey, who testified at 
Nadler's hearing, praises HUD's 
determination to document the 
problem, but emphasizes the 
pressing need to broaden federal 
housing protections to include 
LGBT Americans. 

"For us, the pursuit of the 
American dream, including 
home ownership, is a risky 
proposition," she said. 

Want to put down roots for six 
months or a lifetime? Want 
someplace to call "home sweet 
home"? Housing discrimination 
shouldn't be allowed to get in 
the way. It's wrong. And it 
ought to be illegal. 
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By Deb Price, June 2, 2010 With 
author’s permission�

o tell me, America, how 
do I introduce Joyce?” 

I posed that question back in 
May 1992 in the first column I 
ever wrote. That debut was an 
earthshaking breakthrough--a 
nationally syndicated, weekly 
column in mainstream 
newspapers about life from a 
gay perspective. 

Over the next 18 years–and 
about 900 columns–I introduced 
my readers, mostly 
heterosexuals, to a gay couple – 
Joyce and me – and countless 
other wonderful people we met 
along our journalistic adventure. 

One was 87-year-old Christine 
Burton, creator of Golden 
Threads, a pen pal group for 
older lesbians. When I asked 
her about dating a mere 58-
year-old, she laughed: “If 
you’re going to blame me for 
robbing the cradle, I’m going to 
say, ‘What do you want me to 
do? Rob the grave? Everyone 
my age is dead.’” 

Another was a mom who’d 
embraced her gay adult child 
with the help of P-FLAG and 
sported a button that read, “I’d 
rather have a bigot think I’m a 
lesbian than a lesbian think I’m 
a bigot.” 

Gay readers told me about 
coming out – and its rewards. 
Hampton H. Stennis, who took 
President George W. Bush’s 
war on gay marriage very 
personally, 
shared his “Big 
Gay Letter,” 
which he sent as 
a coming-out 
email full of fury, wit and pain 
to more than 120 relatives and 
friends. 

Heterosexual readers were 
game, too. One of my favorites 
was Harry Guest, who at 80 
started sparring with me. 
“Remember the agenda; the 
purpose is to straighten out us 
straights. … I don’t know why I 
am hetero except it seems 

perfectly natural and I wouldn’t 
have it any other way. You have 
to teach me that you feel the 
same way.” 

Others were angry to find a gay 
columnist in their hometown 
paper: “How dare you make 
your life seem interesting and 
worthwhile.” 

Since my column began 18 
years ago, so much has changed 
legally, politically and socially 
for those of us who’re gay: 
Then presidential candidate Bill 
Clinton was quietly saying gays 
should be allowed in the 
military; last week, the full 
House and the Senate Armed 
Services Committee voted to 
repeal the ban on gays serving 
openly. 

Then state legislators and 
judges routinely pointed to 
sodomy laws in denying basic 
rights; now, thanks to the 
Supreme Court, no such taint of 
criminality shadows gay 
Americans. 

And, of course, then the 
question of how to introduce 
Joyce had no easy answer. 
Readers offered plenty of ideas, 
from “partner in perversity” to 
“lovemate.” In 2001 the 
Netherlands started the gay-
marriage snowball rolling. We 
wed in Canada two years later. 
So, now the answer is “spouse.” 

What hasn’t changed is the 
importance of being out. Poll 
after poll shows that people 
who know gay people are far 
more likely to support equality. 
That’s the community service 
reward of coming out. 
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Other rewards are personal. I 
once wrote about our kitchen’s 
“travel wall,” which is covered 
with vacation photos of Joyce 
and me. A reader responded 
with a heartbreaking 
confession: She and her partner 
of two decades were so closeted 
they had no pictures of 
themselves together. None. 

Mixing shame and fear inside a 
closet poisons individuals and 
couples. If you’re stuck there, 
seek coaching from joyfully, 
openly gay couples. Beyond 
that, as Betty Berzon, author of 
“Permanent Partners,” so wisely 
urged, pool your money, work 
as a team and assume 
permanence. 

Now, as I write my last column, 
Joyce and I are preparing for 
our newest adventure: Thanks 
to the Neiman 
journalism 
fellowship I’ve 
won, we’re 
moving to 
Massachusetts for a year. 
Imagine, living where your 
marriage is recognized. We’re 
definitely game. 

This happily married gay couple 
leaves you with a few words 
we’ve tried to live by ever since 
1992: Don’t let fear choose 
your path. 

          

 

You can reduce our 
mailing cost and folding 
and stuffing labor if you 
request email notification of future 
newsletters and download them 
from our website.  Thanks! 

%�������&����'�����
An April Washington Post-ABC 
News poll found that 71% of 
Americans say being gay or 
lesbian should not be a factor in 
picking the next Supreme Court 
justice. 

          

Per a Gallup 2010 poll on values 
and morality, 53% of American 
adults say gay relationships are 
morally acceptable versus 43% 
who say they are morally wrong. 

          

Per a CBS poll, 77% of Americans 
say they know someone who is gay 
or lesbian, 84% of those under 30. 

          

A U.S. National Longitudinal 
Lesbian Family Study followed the 
children of lesbian parents for 17 
years and found these teen-agers 
demonstrate healthy psychological 
adjustment and have fewer 
behavioral problems than their 
peers. (Pediatrics, July 2010) 

"��	���
��
Sep. 18, 2010 (Sat) 

Catholic Association for Gay & 
Lesbian Ministry Regional 
Gathering, Santa Barbara CA.  
“ The Sexual Person--Gay and 
Lesbian Sexuality in a 
Heterosexual Culture,” with 
Michael Lawler and Todd 
Salzman. Info: 
www.calgm.org/mode/42. 

Oct. 8-10, 2010 

Emmaus Retreat for Gay & 
Lesbian Catholics and Parents of 
Gay & Lesbian Catholics: Living 
the Word, Enriching Our Prayer 
Experience.  Jesuit Retreat House, 
Parma OH (near Cleveland).  
Info: Jesuit Retreat House at 440-
885-1055 or www.jrh-
cleveland.org. 

Oct. 8-10, 2010 

New Ways Ministry retreat.  
Facilitator: Edwina Gateley.  
Aston PA (near Philadelphia).  
Info: info@newwaysministry.org 
OR www.newwaysministry.org 
OR 301-277-5674. 

Oct. 10, 2010 

Solidarity Sunday.  Info:  
www.dignityusa.org/faq/solidarit
y-sunday  

Oct. 15-17, 2010 

Catholic Association for Gay & 
Lesbian Ministry Midwest 
Regional Retreat - “Setting the 
Table: Sharing Stories of Our 
Gay/Lesbian Catholic 
Experience,” Collegeville, MN. 
Info: Bob Pierson OSB, 320-363-
3929 or Guestmaster@osb.org.  
Also www.calgm.org/node/21. 

Oct. 22-24, 2010 

Fortunate Families Gathering 
for Catholic parents of LGBT 
daughters and sons, “Joining 
Hands-Reaching Out.”   Techny IL 
(near Chicago).  See p.4 of this 
newsletter for registration info. 

Nov. 5-7, 2010 

Call To Action Conference, 
Milwaukee WI .  Info: www.cta-
usa.org. 
 
Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization. Contributions are 
fully tax-deductible. 

 

Since our June newsletter 23 
people and/or groups contributed 
to Fortunate Families.  Thanks for 
enabling us to sustain this ministry 
to, with, for and by parents of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender daughters and sons!! 
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